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Due to the unique needs of all pupils within Phase 3, each and every learner has their own personalised individual curriculum. Through deep and thorough 

assessment and understanding of each child a bespoke curriculum is created that is driven by the individual learner’s needs. The curriculum is based on their 

skills, interests and desired outcomes, most importantly it is relevant and meaningful to each child and their family.  A combination of the SCERTS 

developmental curriculum, Personalised Learning Intention Maps (PLIMS) and Occupational Therapy forms the basis of the engagement curriculum within 

Phase 3.  

SCERTS  
 

 To support the child to become an increasingly competent, confident 
and active participant in social interactions.  

 To improve the child’s ability to regulate their emotional arousal so they 
are able to cope, make transactions and actively engage with others.  

 A personalised and therapeutic approach to teaching and learning fosters the skills of communication and independence ensuring that all pupils achieve their potential by the end of 

Phase 3. An integrated multidisciplinary approach allows highly skilled professionals to come together to provide a bespoke, purposeful curriculum which is relevant to the child. The 

curriculum is primarily delivered through 1:1 activities with an undercurrent of therapies designed to ensure sensory and emotional regulation of the learner.  

 Total communication approach developing functional communication     

 Use of sensory cues and objects of reference 

 Developing independence and functional skills 

 Ensuring personal and medical needs are well met 

 Relevant, practical and engaging activities  

 Personalised sensory diets  and core strength programmes  designed by the OT  

 Therapies including TACPAC, hydrotherapy, rebound therapy, story massage  

 Intensive interaction  

Social Partners  

The social partner stage  of the SCERTS curriculum focuses 
on supporting the child to develop their ability to 
communicate with purpose or intent and the acquisition 
and use of conventional gestures and vocalisations.  
Emotional regulation strategies at this stage focus on 
developing behavioral strategies, simple motor actions or 
sensory-motor strategies that the child engages in to 
regulate their arousal level, self-soothe or remain alert.  

Language Partners  

The language partner stage of the SCERTS curriculum  
focuses on supporting the child to acquire symbolic 
communication. This is achieved through the transition to 
first words and the transition to word combinations. 

Emotional regulation strategies at this stage focus on 
developing language strategies.  The child is taught to use 
words or other symbols to regulate their arousal level, 
express their emotional state or to self-calm.  
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Students transition into Phase 3 from Phase 1, where their progress within the Cherry Garden curriculum has identified them as requiring the Engagement curriculum pathway. They will continue to build on prior knowledge and learning..  

PLIMS 

Additional to the SCERTS targets each child will have a further 
four targets, each one focusing  on one of the areas from the 
EHCP. The overriding focus being to develop functional living 
skills and independence. There is not one single curriculum or 
bank of targets to be chosen from, although documents such as 
the Cherry Garden curriculum may be consulted, PLIM targets 
also arise from a deep understanding of  the child’s 
developmental needs.  Each PLIM target must be functional and 
relevant to each pupil to ensure meaningful learning occurs.   

PLIMS 

 To develop functional living skills   

 To develop appropriate self-regulation strategies  

 To promote and provide access to community learning  

 To foster independence  

 To encourage healthy living and maintenance of physical strength and movement 

where possible  


